The Camping Experience

Written by Ms. Jasztal

This story was built from a simple sentence- 

A young man has a bad experience on a camping trip. 

Pitter-patter. Pitter-patter. I shivered as unbearably frozen raindrops pierced and drenched the air mattress that had provided comfort up until one dreadful moment. It was 3:30 in the morning, and the raindrops were startling on that pitch-black night that was originally predicted to have clear skies. I grabbed my flashlight and tried to switch it on, yet it was overflowing with water and became a useless item to my survival. 

Tinker-tanker. Tinker-tanker. The rain was worsening. Oh, how I realized it was a simply horrid idea of mine to go camping all alone in the middle of nowhere, out of the boundaries of civilization. The rain was seeping through the bottom of the tent. As I inched toward the bottom of the tent to unzip the zipper, I realized it was nearly impossible to locate because I did not have a flashlight that was functioning. “Oh… please…” my voice quivered with fear. “I feel this tent closing in around me. I feel claustrophobic.”

Boom-bang! Boom-bang! Phooot! Eeeeech, eeeeccchhh… Oh, excellent! I thought sarcastically. What can better this trip besides the crinkling-crankling of thunder and lightning? The tent then began to shake vigorously. When I finally found my way out of the tent, I felt the forceful wind smack me across the face. I heard the leaves on trees rustling and saw equipment I had brought along forcefully fledging around the campground. 

I then began grabbing equipment as swiftly as I possibly could. The droves of rain penetrated my clothing, literally soaking me from head to toe. As I got closer to my family’s van, I tinkled with the keys in my hand until I found the right one. As I forced the key into the keyhole and made my way inside, I felt a surge of relief. “Refuge,” I breathed peacefully. 

For a few moments, I was comforted as I found extra blankets in the van. I took one and laid it out across the middle seat of the van. Though it wasn’t that much warmer in there, at least it was dry. I wrapped myself up in the blanket and began to feel more comforted until I heard something bang into the door next to me. The banging then persisted until I looked through the window and saw something completely unfamiliar and frightening. 

Main Idea

1. Which sentence best summarizes the main idea of this passage? 

a. This story is about a miserable experience a man has while camping in the woods.

b. This story is about a young man who is trying to find his way out of the woods. 

c. This story is about a young man who is having an excellent camping trip in the woods.

d. This story is about a man who cannot handle being in the darkness. 

2. What are two clues that tell you about the type of experience this man is having in the woods? 

a. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Story Comprehension

1. List two examples of alliteration from this story. (Alliteration is where two words begin with the same letter one after another.) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. List two examples of onomatopoeia from this story. (Onomatopoeia refers to words that sound like the action that is taking place.) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. List five events in order that occur in this story.

a. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

d. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

e. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What would you say is the climax in this story? (Climax is where all suspense builds up to a certain point before the end of the story.) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Write down five words from the story that you consider to be “million-dollar words”. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. “I shivered as unbearably frozen raindrops pierced and drenched the air mattress that had provided comfort up until one dreadful moment.”  Which of the five senses (hearing, sight, feeling, smell, or taste) does this sentence refer to? _________________________________________________

7. “I heard the leaves on trees rustling and saw equipment I had brought along forcefully fledging around the campground.”  Which two of the five senses does this sentence refer to? ______________________________________________

Writing- This story obviously is not finished. You know stories aren’t completely finished when you are still asking yourself questions at the end. Take what you know about the story to write either a predictable or unexpected ending. 

(NOTE- If I provide this many lines, I want you to use them.)


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Standards covered in this assignment

LA.A.1.2.3.4.3- Develops vocabulary by reading increasingly challenging selections

LA.A.2.2.7.4.1- Understands a variety of textual organizations (in this case, sequence of events)

LA.B.2.2.5.4.7- Creates a sense of completeness in a story

LA.D.2.2.2.4.1- Understands similes, metaphors, analogies, and alliteration 

LA.E.1.2.2.4.1- Understands the development of plot in a fourth grade or higher level story

LA.E.1.2.2.4.3- Makes inferences and draws conclusions regarding story elements of a fourth grade or higher level story

LA.E.1.2.5.4.1- Identifies and uses literary terminology such as theme, simile, alliteration, onomatopoeia, and metaphor. 

LA.E.2.2.2.4.1- Recognizes the uses of language in literature (sensory words, choice of vocabulary, and rhyming words)

LA.E.2.2.2.4.2- Recognizes the effects of language used in literature

LA.E.2.2.5.4.1- Forms ideas about what has been read in a literary text and uses specific information from the text to support these ideas
