
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Developing your Schema: 
Use what you already know about a subject to better understand what you are reading. If you are 
reading about dolphins and already know a great deal of information about them, then you can 
make connections with your schema for every new thing you learn. Developing your schema about 
different subjects helps you to become a stronger writer and reader. You can do this by reading 
books, magazines, and newspapers as well as visiting websites and even trying out new kinds of 
games. Tests you take cover both fiction and non-fiction topics, and if you learn about all 
different types of topics, then you will feel more comfortable when taking your test.  
 

SQR- Survey, Question, and read 
Survey, Question, and Read 
 

Survey- Look at the text features of your selection and also think about 
how your schema connects to what you are reading. Look at the title of your 
selection, any subtitles, photos with captions, and the beginning as well as the 
ending paragraphs. Figure out the author’s purpose.  
 

Question- Take the subtitles in your selection and turn them into 
questions. Which details in each subsection help answer the questions you 
developed? Second, look at the questions you have to answer and see if you 
can answer any of them before officially reading the article.  
 

Read- Now that you have determined the author’s purpose and are familiar 
with the text features in the article, read the entire article.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be a Vocabularian 
 

When taking standardized tests, answer all the vocabulary questions first because you do not have to 
read the entire story to know the correct answer. Use context clues, which are words (clues) in a 
sentence that help you reason out the meaning of a word you may not know. Here are the key words for 
the different types of context clues: 
♣ Contrast clues: but, yet, on the other hand, unlike, instead of, in contrast 
♣ Definition clues: You may see the phrase “defined as”, commas, terms that are bold or in 

italics 
♣ Restating clues: In other words, also known as, or, sometimes called 

 

Types of Text Features 
A card to fill out in class and keep on hand… 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plot- Laminate this card and write down the events that took place in your 
story.  

Cause and Effect 
A cause is something that makes something else happen. Out of two 
events, it is always the event that happens first. An effect is what 
happens as a result of the cause. The effect is always what happens 
second or last. Laminate this card and use it in groups to write down 
different causes and effects.  
 

Cause Effect 

Beginning event-  

Three events leading to the climax-  
 
- 
 
 
 
- 
 
 
 
- 

Ending event-  

Climax-  


