Context Clues

1. When one looks at Ms. Jasztal’s classroom library, one realizes that there are a plethora of books she offers. There are over four hundred books in her collection, ranging from historic fiction to realistic fiction to other genres of interest. 

a. excess

b. handful

c. few

d. not many at all

2. I admire Coach Gatlin because he always tells us what we do right before telling us what we need to improve on. He makes everyone feel valued, and that is important to the success of a team. What does admire mean? 

a. to dislike

b. to not understand

c. to look up to

d. to fear

3. Orb spiders build their webs in a circle, also known as an orb. It spins a strand of silk around some objects, then makes spokes to the center. The second step is to go around in circles until the web is complete. What is an orb? 

a. strand

b. center

c. circle

d. spokes

4. When the first colonists landed in America, they had to find shelter quickly. Their first homes were crude bark and mud huts, log cabins, or dugouts, which were simply caves dug into the hillsides. As soon as possible, the settlers sought to replace these temporary shelters with comfortable houses. What does temporary mean? 

a. lasting for a short time

b. lasting for a long time

c. flimsy and weak

d. extremely strong

5. If you grew up with Abraham Lincoln, you would have seen great changes from the time Lincoln was a boy in Kentucky to the time he was president in Washington, D.C. Important changes took place in transportation. When Lincoln was a boy, there were no trains at all. It took a long time to send a message by stagecoach. By the time Lincoln was a grown man, the telegraph was invented. Messages could be sent very quickly. By reading this passage, what does the word telegraph mean? 

a. a machine for quickly sending messages

b. an invention that helps people to travel
c. a machine that graphs data
d. when people talk with their thoughts

6. Carey is an abecedarian at softball because she has only belonged to a league for the past two months. She is still getting used to playing the sport. What does the word abecedarian mean? 

a. beginner

b. coach or leader

c. strong example

d. asset to one’s team

7. Andrew was the epitome of the ideal brother. He provided a great deal of support to his brothers Russell and Zach. Whenever they needed someone to listen to, he was around. Whenever they needed to practice sports, he was willing to practice with them. Andrew would also give his books to his younger brothers when he was too old to read them. He was an outstanding role model. What does the word epitome mean? 

a. exact opposite
b. perfect example
c. person who listens
d. person who practices sports
8. The extremely hot July weather was penetrating through my skin as I walked the streets of Atlanta, Georgia. When I realized it was 88 degrees outside, I could not stop thinking about the sweltering weather and how I would need a water bottle to keep me hydrated. 

a. hot

b. pleasant

c. exhausting

d. gorgeous
9. Glenn grumpily picked up his drenched air mattress as the rain poured down on the ground. It was only 5:30 in the morning, and he had maybe only slept about three hours that morning. He could not sleep in a murky, muddy puddle. 

a. quickly 
b. miserably

c. pleasantly

d. hurriedly

Matching

Match the correct word to the correct definition. 

	10. ___ extreme- Sometimes people do things to the extremes. Ms. Jasztal may be going to the extreme by planning a trip for you to St. Augustine. Also think about the show Extreme Makeover- Home Edition. What does it mean to do something to the extremes? 

11. ____ grouching- “If you continue grouching with me, I am going to wash your mouth out with soap,” Alex’s mother warned. What does it mean to be grouching at someone? 

12. ____ antique- My grandmother owns an antique box that will be passed down to me after my mother has it. What does it mean to be antique? 

13. ____ dismal- The weather is dismal outside today, cloudy and with an 80 percent chance of rain. Even worse, it is Friday, and normally we have recess on this day. What does it mean to be dismal? 

14. ____ captivating- The performance the students put on for the class in St. Augustine was absolutely captivating. They had created sets, worn costumes, and even put musical selections in their play. 
	a. old 

b. interesting; exciting

c. gloomy

d. going all out in doing something

e. talking in a grumpy, disrespectful way




EXTRA CREDIT (One point each)

1. The band usually plays martial music at official parades. Which word is not another word for martial?

a. having to do with military life

b. peaceful

c. hostile

d. warlike

2. The heavy winds blew the banners and flags all askew. Which word is not another word for askew?

a. awry

b. crooked

c. off to one side

d. straight

3. Relaxing, soothing music may mesmerize you into forgetting your cares. You may even close your eyes and envision yourself on a sprawling beach on a remote island. The twinkling melody of the music calms your nerves. Which word is not another word for mesmerize? 

a. captivate

b. bore

c. charm

d. spellbind

4. The confident home team is likely to wallop the inexperienced visitors. The home team has been All Star champions for the past three years. Which word is not another word for wallop?

a. strike with a hard blow

b. beat

c. surrender to

d. defeat soundly

